THE  SPANISH WAR
I may add here, as the most suitable "place, that the
Nationalists, though they have been accused of severity
and though often they have been severe and wholesale
in their punishments, early in the war captured the son
of Largo Caballero, one of their principal enemies. The
young man is just the age that young Moscardo was, but
he has not been shot and will not be shot.
I was told that towards the end of the siege the surgeons
ran short of chloroform, and eventually amputations had
to be performed without anaesthetics. Often the men
underwent it with extreme bravery, but it told on the
nerves of the surgeons, who never before had been reduced
to such extremities and who hardly remembered the
different technique necessary.
The principal duties, except when there were assaults,
were to keep watch for three things.   These were, first,
shell fire, so that all those exposed should take shelter. An
artillery officer was always on duty watching the big
batteries with glasses so as to detect when they were about
to fire.  The second was the guard watch against the
attempt of any small party to rush the place by surprise.
Once, and once only, immediately after a fierce bombard-
ment, the Reds did manage for a few seconds to set foot
on the top of one barricade.  They threw hand-grenades,
killing a major of Civil Guards, one lieutenant and two
men, and wounding fifty.  The reason there were so many
casualties is that one company of the garrison was drawn
up to relieve the posts which had undergone the bom-
bardment.  The Reds were all shot down and bayoneted,
and the machine-guns dealt with the main body which,
at that moment, was swarming up the glacis.   From that
time on no body of men was ever drawn up in the square,
but all the designations of posts and duties were carried